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POLITICAL PROBLEMS
AND PROSPECTS IN
COMMUNIST CHINA

THE PROBLEM

To analyzs Comomnmist China's significant political problems
nﬂhﬂmmﬂﬁdﬁﬁm&nnﬂfwm

CONCLUSIONS _

A. The dedicated, narrowly doctrinaire men who rule China in-
itially gained the support of the Chinese people by swiftly unifying a
country in chaos. But their adventurist “Great Lesp Forward”™ pro-
gram failed disastrously, substantially reducing popular faith fn the
leadership and popular support of its programs. Despite their fail-
ures, the dwindling group of elderly leaders remain determined to
carry through political and soclal programs that will produce & mod-
ermized China, and & "new Commumist man.”

B. This policy i the work of a remarkably small and stable group
of men. Mao and his Heutenants have, over the past three decades,
avolded major intemnal schisms and refused to admit younger blood
inte thefr ranks. In recent years the leadership has turned inward
upon itself; it has virtually dispensed with formal party meetings and
congresses while cloaking its operations in ever greater secrecy.

C. The party can exact obedience and compliance, but, despits its
recurrent campaigns, the people attempt to improve their materia] lot
and to avoid politics. These attitudes have widely infected the lower
levels of the party apparatus as well. The regime is currently engaged
in massive campaigns to “reform” or weed out errant party cadres
and to “educate” the people to accept the regime's collectivist pro-
grums. It has announced that it will launch another production wp-
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, but this is likely to differ significantly fram the ill-fated Great
ﬁw The outlook is for incressed tensions.

D. Hwhﬂ.mdnﬂtu!hhdmmnﬂﬁwuw:m
in their 80s. Mao's departure probably will not split the leadership,
and policy is likely to continue along present doctriseire lines. His
successors will not have Mao's authority, however, and this may in time
open the door to the growth of factionalism inside the party.

E. Mao's Heutenants will be succeeded in their tum by a geners-
Hon of party veterans, now in their 50s. Although these men give
no evidence of a broader, more moderate viewpoint, they will have
to deal with a host of accumulated pressures and may perforce be
more flexible and pragmatic. At least for the next several years, how-

ﬁimmmmunm.m:mm;
foreign policy.
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15 membery have About poe-third of the remadnder seem to bs sither In
disfavor or inactive due ko age or bealth, Thess losmes have oot been replaced.

£ The narrowing of the Jeaderdsip base has by & tendency
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based on rogionsl origin, experience, and wartime service, o well
dﬂuﬂum;uhu;.:ﬂﬁh nﬂ-ﬂmdmm:uq:h;

thhﬂ%ﬂﬂhmmmﬂmm
have teeded to concentrate on one or two major arens of sctivity—party, of

puty

Teng Hsiso-ping, and Politburo member Pemg Chen have been advocates of o
militant domestic line and have vigorously pushed Peiping’s quarrel with Moscow,
while Chou ord Forelgn Minister Chen Yi seem to be somewhat more moderate

and pragmatic. '
7. Mo Tsetung has been preparing for an orderly tramsfer of power to the
Chafrman of the government, 87-yesr-old Liu Shacchi, who seems to
st Jeast a5 militwntly doctrinaire as Msa. Althowgh Liu fs capable and dedi-

extremist programs.  He will be more valnerable than Mao to criticim for any

policy fallores. “The problem of bringing new blood into the hierarchy
will probably devalve upan the successor, Thhhlhnudnn'.lt:Ehnlm

B. There are encugh party members in their 50s whose tes go back to the
Lth[mmnjmm-mdhwwm
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aguinst any rival caims tochniciusy md buresneraty or younger
officers. This interim of leaders may be even more doctri-
niire the Incombents and ke o be narrower in . wiill

cxoesees, has added greaily to the problem. Faced with the prospest of immi-
mant economic the reghme bad to halt its program of rapid industrishize-
toa and wis to retrost from lbs oltracollectivist programs sad to shift

Industrics, industrial expansion has not in earlier growth rate. Even
newr, the regime can only hold out to the people the prospect of susterity and
| social over the coming decsde. Moreover, to fustify the con-
thred of the Party, the rogime must rationalize snd sdminister ity
e policles doctrinaire, and probubly contradictory, lines.
1£ Much of the economic of the last two or thres yesrs in rural
arvas is due to decentralization into smaller collective units and 1o
from private and housebold handicrafty carried on by for their
own profit the resulting prodectics the Chiness lesders are
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campafgn in 1863
wnd to
as the

renng

vanguand in building
expected, yousy people ridiculed this campeign and displayed a degree of

than thet of ather
a “mew China,” their initia] sxpectations were high New, finding thelr eduos-
Hnlndﬁphrmutwﬁumﬂy:nhm&qmmdﬁphy
intended to reinstill China's youth ﬁ revolutionary
from office bocausse he opposed the Great Leap Forward and commume programs,

objaced

ﬂﬁiﬂlﬁrmtdjuthh
menlts of the population. ﬂn&-mwﬂsﬂh
willingress for self-sacrifice fmfled Hather than

17, There has been no outward evidence of major tension between the party
and the military gince 1059, when Defense Minister Peng Teh-huai was removed
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drwwal of Suvict military and tedwical wsistunce,  Since then, the reghme has

tikon memnros designed o enhenee the loyalty of the ermed forces. These

have included Increused rations, preferential treatment For the Families of pervice-
- with

HL THE REGIME'S PROGRAMS

collectivivt gosls of the Grest Leap Forward snd commune and 1o
lnmnch » “socialist education™ This with the in
the words of Mao, of "educa mmuﬂm “""Fﬂ""‘-

lsm” of the Soviot Union.

1. encompassing all classes and groups, the {
MMMWM mﬂnﬂpﬂmmﬂrﬂ-
The regime’s technikque ks to sond fnto & & group of outsiders, inchading
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0. The regime bes made i cloor thet & means to restor il
to get the revolation ko the countryside back on the track.
the peasant amoclations which were used during the land-reform
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sindorts from the corru infosace of “powrgrobs intellectuals smd
i Chima’s institetions Tm:qmlﬂhﬁum
sho subjected to extended of phyzical lhbor

“remolding” theough mongt
the well task of
st the same time producing eo intellipentsis that s recoptive to simplistic

of the Lewp Forward stretegy: that the bedc wealth of China b s manpower,
and that this manpower 5 avallable for mobiliration and regimentation through
politics] indoctrination mther than material Incentives. At the mme time, there
I considerable evidence that the regime, remembering well the disaster of the

-
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